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SPINOZ4: THE ROAD TO INNER FREEDOM : | 
The Ethics, Edited and with an Introduction by an 


Dagobert D. Runes. | 18 
The Ethics of Spinoza is, without question. one ol This 
the most profound and basic works in all philosophical lite- first 
rature, Although highly appreciated by professional philo- arp 
sophers, the volume has never received the wide popularity He 
it deserves. One of the main reasons for this situation can Sece 
be foundin the fact that Spinoza couched his ideas in a 
mathematical formulation and scholastic terminology; in a ba 
part, at least, in order to avoid having his friends and follo- soll 
wers come into conflict with the religious authorities of his 
time. A 


Spinoza did not dare to publish this, his main work, 
durfng his lifetime; he distributed it in manuscript form 
only. After his death it was published under the title 
‘Ethics’. He himself‘described it as a volume demonstra- Or 
ting ‘‘The Road to Inner Freedom”’. 

The editor of the present edition, which carries the 
above descriptive title, has been a life-long student of Spi- 
noza and almost a decade ago, with the collaboration of the : 
late Albert Einstein, has edited the Spinoza Dicti»nary. ) 

! 





Dr. Runes has attempted to free the work from its _ 
mathematical encumberments and to offer a key to the true 
meaning of the various scholastic concepts contained pk 
therein. He prefaced this edition with a biographical study 
of Spinoza, presenting the cultural and religious background 
of the distinguished philosopher. 
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V.P. MENON 
Reveals the most momentous 
chapter in India’s History in 


THE TRANSFER OF 
POWER IN INDIA 


This book unfolds for the 
first time the story of the 
political negotiations which 
led to India’s Independence. 
The story covers the period 
from the outbreak of the 
Second World War in 1939 to 
15th August 1947, with the 
first two chapters providing 
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stages of constitutional 


progress. 
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Need For Expansion of J.C. 
Numbers For Indian Subjects 


P. K. BANERJEA, 

Assistant Librarian, 

Agra University Library, / 
AGRA. 


It is a matter of very great satisfaction for the Indian Librarians 
that the subject of Expansion of D.C. Numbers for Indian subjects was 
included among the topics for discussion in the Conference which concluded 
its session in Calcutta last year. The working paper on the subject was 
submitted by Shri Subodh Mukerjee of the Calcutta University, and there 
were other speakers, including the writer, who pointed out the way in which 
the expansion is to take place and the principles that are to guide us in this 
arduous task. It is now agreed on all hands that the Dewey Scheme requires 
to be expanded far Indian subjects and with the emergence of India as an 
independent and soverign republic it has now become an imperative necessity, 

This subject has been agitating the mind of the writer for a long 
time and he has tried to draw the attention ofall the workers interested in 
library movement by publishing a series of articles in different papers from 
time to time. One of the most recent ones has been published in the “Indian 
Librarian” in its June 1956 issue under the caption of ‘‘A Plea for a National 
System of Classification.” 
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NEED FOR EXPANSION OF D.C, NUMBERS 


Before taking up the subject, it is necessary to point out the prob- 
lem in its historical setting for that will clarify much of the misunderstanding 
that was created in the Conference in which some heat was generated. 
Library movement in India on modern lines is of very recent origin and 
really good libraries were almost non-existent in this sub-continent, for this 
reason Libraries remained only in their early stages and did not develope 
into an intellectual force. With the establishment of the various Universities 
in India, however, good libraries came into existence, though their sphere 
of activity and influence remained confirmed within the immediate precincts 
of the Universities. Efforts were also made to have libraries in the various 
colleges, though their functions and aim remained somewhat confused. . It 
was not clear whether these libraries would be stocked only with books which 
were directly requisitioned by the students and members of the staff for 
their ordinary needs or would help to stimulate their intellectual fervour. 
In most cases the libraries stocked only the text-books and few novels and 
even these were most imperfectly arranged. Librarianship as a profession 
had not grown up and people thought the job of the librarian was to issue 
and receive the books. 


In recent years, however, there has been a change and library 
movement in India is gaining ground. ‘The National Library has been esta- 
blished and efforts are now being made to have similar institutions in other 
places also. The Universities in India today are conscious of the fact that 
without properly equipped libraries, it is futile to expect any intellectual deve- 
lopment and steps are now being taken to keep in these libraries books and 
periodicals which are of great use to the students and members of the teach- 
ing staff, not only for their ordinary needs but with those also which might 
help them in their efforts to attain higher knowledge and facilitate resea:ch. 

With the establishment of libraries, came the problem of the arrau- 
gement of the books and in general the librarians adopted the Dewey Decimal 
System to classify their stock and arrange them in subject order accordingly. 
The reason for the addition of the Dewey System was that it is very simple 
and the numbers that are given to the books follow each other in a close 
logical manner. The Relative Index supplied by the scheme is quite exhaus- 
tive and contains reference to those topics which are otherwise seperated and 
is of immence value to the classifier. But the shortcomings of the scheme 
too soon became manifest. The American bias of the scheme is sometimes 
most vexing and as very scant attention has been paid to the subjects like 
Indian Philosophy, Indian Religions, Islam, Indian Sociology, Classical and 
modern Indian languages, philology, Indian Architecture and its various 
schools, Fine Arts including styles of Sculpture, Art, Painting and Music, 
Archaeology, Ancient and Modern Indian History, librarians began to experi- 
ence very great difficulties even in their day to day work and in order to tide 
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over the difficulties, made modifications in the scheme to suit their own 
needs. The result is that in almost all the libraries of India different systems 
of Classification are in use and though they all have originated from Dewey, 
each is different from the other, because the authors have different points 
of view and have taken individual needs in consideration only. The result is 
that there is no uniformity and there is no standardisation and for this reason 
it wonld never be possible to tell correctly the national resources in books 
in a systematic manner. 

Some librarians are apt to think that the class 500 (Pure Science) do 
not require to be expanded and as science is international we must not try to 
make any additions and alterations in this class. But the protagonists forget 
that with the attainment of Independence, there has been a persistent 
demand to abolish the English language as the medium of instruction and 


. already many Universities have taken definite steps in this directioa. The 


Government have appointed experts to go into the details of scientific edu- 
cation and efforts are being made t» evolve a seperate terminology for the 
use of scientific workers in the couatry; moreover, we can’ now reasonably 
expect that more books will be written by Indian scientists from our stand 
point and unless provision for such topics is made in the scheme, difficulties 
are sure to arise in near future. In this context it is werthwhile to point out 
that in Ancient India there were scientists of outstanding merit and resear- 
ches are being carried on most intensively to bring to light their works and 
to assess theic merit. In the realm of Astronomy, Astrology, Mathematics 
and Medicine India’s contributions are now recognised and it is perfectly 
justified to believe that in the coming years, many books will be written 
dealing with such topics. This is what I had meant by “Indianisation’’ to 
which Shri Guha Roy expressed his resentment. 

It is not that Indian Scholars especially librarians have not realized 
this difficulty and some good work has already been done’ in this direction. 
The most important of these is of Dr. Ranganathan who by his Colon 
System has been able to create a great stir in the field of Indian Library 
Science. The Colon Scheme displays the great erudition of its author and 
incorporates in itself almost all the Indian topics, though it is slightly weak 
in the science subjects. But because of its complex nature and unwieldy 
structure, the Colon Scheme has not found much favour with the library 
workers in India despite the fact that it has very exhaustively dealt with 
all the topics dealing with Indian and Oriental subjects. 

Some persons most forcefully expressed themselves and pleaded 
for the adoption of the Colon Scheme in the Conference but I do not know 
whether they thought of the matter from practical point or vent more to 
emotion than to reason. For this purpose, it is the duty of the Library 
Association to approach the Govt. for the appointment of an expert comm- 
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ittee, charged with the all important task of compiling the topics of all the 
subjects on the model of Dewey and to prepare a “relative index’’ which 
would embody all the topics dealing with Indian and other Oriental matters. 

The outlook and set-up of such a system of classification should not 
however, be narrow but it should embrace all the topics dealt with by Dewey, 
though in some cases his elaborations might have to be curtailed so as to fit 
into Indian conditions. 

All individuals efforts, however, brilliant may it.be, in this direction, 
should be put a stop to and the best talents of the conntry should be pooled 
up for the purpose and services from the experts in various branches should 
be utilized, for the work is very.much beyond the capacity of an individual 
or an organization and iis importance too is very great. The All India 
Library Association is the only body which can take up the work in collabo- 
tation with the Government and unless the matter is taken up very seriously 
and very early, it will not put a stop to the chaotic condition that prevails 
in the realm of Library movement in India and the workers will not be spared 
of a very vexatious situation which they face everyday in their efforts tu 
classify the books in their libraries. 


ECCENTRICITIES OF BOOK BORROWERS 


William Lowndes, a librarian, spoke about work in a public library 
in ‘The Northcountryman’, ‘I remember’, he said, ‘a well-dressed, middle- 
aged woman approaching me ope day in the library with a brand-new copy 
of John Buchan’s The Thirty-Nine Steps in her hand, which she had obvio- 
usly just taken from the shelves. ‘Tell me’’, she said, rather haughtily, ‘‘Is 
this a book about ballroom dancing?”’ 

‘Then another lady, more friendly this time, and of much more 
ample proportions than the John Buchan fan, asked me one busy morning 
for a ‘“‘big’”’ novel. ‘‘It must be fat and fairly heavy, luv’, she whispered 
confidentially. Sol gave her Anthonoy Adverse, that massive historical 
saya that was published in the thirties, and that has recectly been reprinted. 
She hefted it carefully in one hand, “‘Champion’”’, she said, ‘‘absolutely Cham- 
pion. Just what I wanted’’. 

‘My curiosity got the better of me. ‘Tell me’’, I asked her, why 
do you want a big book particularly?’’ She looked at me then, and _ her. face 
creased into asmile. ‘Il enjoy seading in bed’’, she replied, “‘but my old man 
snores like the devil, and I need something heavy to dot him with occasion- 
ally”’. 

‘Not many people, I imagine, use books as offensive weapons — in 
the literal sense of the term, of course. But it is a fact that. a few seem to 
find them handy as repositories for scraps of food. Dean Swift, you may 
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remember, said in his Tale of a Tub: ‘I have sometimes heard of an Iliad in 
a nutshell, but it has been my fortune to have much oftener seen a nutshell 
in an Iliad’. Similarly, plenty of librarians can vouch for the occasional 
presence of egg-shell in Agatha Christie, and of raspberry-jam pips in Donnis 
Wheatley. And one at least of my colleagues has had the unusual distinction 
of finding a kipper in the abridged version of Frazer’s Golden Bough. 

‘Another strange habit of library borrowers is the hiding of books 
behind shelves. Not having enough tickets to take out all the novels they 
wish, they often conceal a favoured title behind a row of rarely used books 
in the non-fiction section, where they usually hope to find it on their next 
Visit’. 


—The Listener, December 27, 1956. 


Need For Library Education 


JAGDISH SARAN SHARMA M.A., Ph.D., 
University Librarian, Banaras Hindu University Library, 
Banaras. 


Although responsible educationists and librarians in India agree that 
students need training in the use of libraries; some of them disagree on how 
to teach them, for how long to teach them and at what level to teach them. 
In order for a library to attain its goals asa social and educational institu- 
tion, it must assist in the effective use of the materials it contains. Assis- 
tance goes beyond making these materials available, it includes overcoming 
the difficulties inherent in the Library System in India. 


The first step in abolishing difficulties is to discover the various 
impediments obstructing facile use of library. In our country, so far no 
effort has been made on this score. But in U.S.A., Mr. Peyton Hurt made a 
research and as the subjects of his research he selected the students of the 
University of California and the Stanford University. This study and 
others brought out that while students are inadequately versed in selection 
of refernece and are unaware of many primary sources of information, their 
major difficulty comes with the use of the card catalogue. The principal 
conclusion to be drawn from these surveys is that either library systems 
(chiefly the Public Catalogue) must be drastically simplified or all students 
must be more satisfactority trained to use the existing system. 








* A.I.C.C. Economic Review. January 5, 1957, P. 112. 
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Along with the librarians, the College and University faculties in 
India have a responsibility in the solution of this problem. The place of 
Library instruction in the curriculum is determined ultimately by the faculty. 
To combat students’ ignorance in library.matters is one reason why some 
faculty members encourage the continuance of the reserve book system. It is 
the only what that many students can find mateial. But instead of solving 
the problem it sometimes perpetuates it and the students remain as unable to 
make use of the library as ever. Once it is decided that instruction in the 
use of books and libraries is both desirable and necessary, the specific ques- 
tions to be settled are: what should be taught and how thoroughly should 
this material be taught? Some of the heads of the departments of Library 
Science in India have given serious thought to this prablem. Shri S. Das 
Gupta, Librarian of the University of the Delhi, has already made a modest 
beginning towards this direction. In the United States of America, at 
Eastern Illinois State College, Mr. Jensen taught a course which covers 
library rules and regulations, principal parts of Deway’s Decimal Classifica- 
tion and Cutter numbers, the Card Catalogue, reference books and magazine 
indexes. It was a required course for all the first year students and extended 
for one term. The text used was Brown’s The Library Key, although 
Flexner’s Making Books Work is also recommended. The method of instruc- 
tion was through problem assignments. Various types of instruction are used 
in different types of schools. The University of California made use of lect- 
ures and class discussions, striving for as much integiation as possible with 
other courses and emphasising methodology. 

Besides these methods of instruction in library usage, many others 
are employed. They are: (1) Orientation Week; (2) Tours of the library; 
(3) Regular instruction for five or six class-hours or a whole term; (4) Ins- 
truction and problems as part of the first year English course; (5) Elective 
courses for credit; (6) Printed handbooks of information; (7) Individual 
assistance by members of the library staff; (8) Films and other audio-visual 
aids; (9) 8pecial bibliography courses; and (1) Use of readers advisors, which 
has proved a successful method in many of the large public libraries. 

All of these methods in the United States of America have some 
advantages as well as disadvantazes, but a careful combination of two ot 
more techniques can give satisfactory results in India, when geared to the 
needs of a particular institution. 

Librarians in India and abroad in general agree to the ideal situation 
desired, but limitations of time, staff and funds force them to accept partial 
solutions. But when University Libraries actually wish to start libracy 
training for students they find it impossible because there is no provision 
made in the curriculum of the first year coliege courses. 
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In the United States, practically all the big and small Universities 
give enough library training to first year students by introducing many of the 
alternate methods of instruction listed above. It is very essential for our 
universities and colleges, if they really wish to achieve the objectives of the 
University Education, to make provision for teaching the use of libraries in 
their curriculum. 


WORTH QUOTING 


On a 32,000-mile trip, Frank Glenn, a Kansas City bookdealer, 
visited Moscow, its factories, bookshops and libraries, including the world’s 
largest, The Lenin Library. ™ 

Here are several provocative paragraphs from his ten-page report, 
“Russia’s Most Powerful Weapon—Not a Secret One’’. 

‘To give some idea of the importance of books in Russia today, 
the following figures will be of interest : 

There are in the Lenin Library upwards of 17,000,000 volumes 
together with upwards of 2,000,000 manuscripts. There are in the University 
of Moscow, with its 23,000 students, another 5,000,000 volumes. There are 
262 other libraries in Moscow in various colleges, academies and schools — 
as well as large collections in some of the various manufacturing plants. 
Each plant has its Palace of Culture and as further illustrations of the inter- 
est and importance in hooks, the Zis auto factory which we visited, has 
492,000 volumes. Of these, some 40,000 are children’s books. 

Not only did we see books everywhere, but there was evidence of 
great use being made of them. It was not uncommon to see men and 
women, boys and girls, standing up waiting for space at a table to work, or 
read, Some of the reading rooms would accommodate as many as 1,000 
readers. 

There are an average of one bookshop to each 10,000 families and 
from my owh observations, they are well patronized. In fact, it was diffi- 
cult to get up to the shelves for the crowds and in two instances we had to 
line up to get into the store. Certainly there is a definite mental hunger 
manifested there. 

The implications to be drawn from the above, if one reflects on it 
very long, are frightening, to say the least. Certainly books and education 
are playing a great part in Russia’s prograinme and it may be that Bulganin 
was not giving out a propaganda statement when he said, ‘We are not 
interested in building a reserve bank of gold, but are interested in building 
a reserve bank of brains and when the history of the last half of the twentieth 

century is written, that nation with the largest bank of brains will emerge as 


the leading nation’. 
From Frank Glenn’s Report on Russia in 


The Antiquarian Bookman, September 29, 1956, 
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Indexing as a Tool of Studying 
Volume of Literature : 
Literature on Agriculture in India 


N. N. CHATTERJI 
Librarian, Indian Agricultural Research Institute, 
New Delhi 


Abstract 


Indexing of periodical articles and other materials relating to any 
field of knowledge can be effectively utilised to study the volume of litera- 
ture in that particular field or on any specific subject thereof during any 
period and in any country. All that is necessary is to prepare index cards 
and arrange them every month in a classified manner under countries. 
Classified lists can then be typed out every month. These lists provide the 
base for necessary study. For this purpose indexing of literature has of 
necessity to be complete and° thorough. In this article, study of volume of 
literature on agriculture in India during the period 1946-1956 has been 
made, 

For the study of volnme of literature on agriculture in India during 
the period 1946-1956, I have made use of the classified lists which are pre- 
ferred every month, incorporating entries relating to literature on agriculture 
in India, The term ‘literature’ is meant to include totality of publications, 
whether books, monographs, pamphlets, bulletins or periodical articles. The 
field covered is limited to subjects and schedules included under 630 of 
Dewey Decimal Classification. 

Entries under different subjects in each of the monthly classified 
lists are added up and tabulated. Here it is necessary to clarify a point 
with regard to cross entries whether explicit or implicity. Let us considei the 
article, “Studies on the effect of various rotational crops and green manures 
on the soil and on the succeeding sane crop, with special reference to soil 
structure”. (Indian J, agric, Sci. 13: 66-86, 1943). In the classified list 
the entry will be under the primary subject ‘sugarcane’ (633.61). But while 
making a complete survey of literature on such secondary subjects as ‘crop 
rotation’, ‘green manures’ and ‘soil structure’ separately, this article will 
have to be regarded as an entry under each of these subjects. Hence it is 
clear that the totality of literature on a subject of a particular intension 
will always exceed the totality of literature on a subject of a higher intension. 

The library of the Indian Agricultural Research Institute receives 
not only all Indian publications dealing directly or indirectly, exclusively or 
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partly, with agriculture, but receives also more than one thousand foreign 
periodicals and other publications. Many articles requiring to be indexed 
appear in such foreign periodicals as Annals of Botany, Nature, Mycologia, 
Phytopathologist, Soil Science, Proceedings of the Royal Entomological 
Society, Empire Journal of Experimental Agriculture, Tropical Agriculture, 
Euphytica, World Crops, and scores of others. Care is taken to see that no 
article relating to agriculture in India is missed in whatever petiodical it 
might have been published. So far as the scientific aspect is concerned, the 
coverage may, therefore, be considered as very nearly complete. 

Since the classified lists compiled contain entries under specific 
subjects, volume of literature on specific subjects and their correlations may 
also be studied. It is only on the basis of indexing on proper lines that 
such a study is possible. 

In the table below is given against each year the total number of 
articles covering the whole field of agriculture in column 2; in column 3 is 
given the number of articles on soil; in column 4 articles on fertilizers and 
in column 5 articles on phytopathology. Within brackets in column 3,4 and 
5 is given against each figure its percentage of tatal. This is done to study 
relative distribution of literature under different s ibjects. 














Year Total Soils Fertilizers Phytopathology 
1 2 | 3 4 5 

1946 504 42; (83%) 20; (39%) 129; (25.6%) 
1947 506 37; (7.3%) 37; (73%) 102 (20.1%) 
1948 755 48; (6 2%) 33; (4.4%) 152 (20.1%) 
1949 783 28; (36%) 15; (1.9%) 113 (14.3%) 
1950 709 41; (5.8%) 22; (31%) 150 (21% 
1951 848 54; (64%) 58; (6.8% 138 (16.3%) 
1952 1154 47; (4.1%) 87; (7.5%) 250 (21.7%) 
1953 970 72; (7.4%) 68; (7%) 212 (23 9%) 
1954 810 67; (83%) 56; (6.9%) 230 (28 4%) 
1955 930 76; (8.2%) 61; (6.6%) 266 (28 6%) 
1956 1029 79; (7.7%) 94; (9.1% 255 (24.8%) 
Total 8699 591; (67%) 551; (5.9%) 1987 (22.3%) 








It will be seen that during the eleven years from 1946 to 1956;, a total 
of 8699 articles have been published. The average per year works out at 791, 
the maximum having been attained in the year 1952. Compared to 1956,t otal 
articles and also articles published under different heads have almost doubled 
since 1952. It is also seen that articles dealing with phytopathology out 
number those dealing with soil and fertilizer by four times. 
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INDEXING AS A TOOL OF STUDYING LITERATURE 


For the study of articles dealing with phytopathology under the 
heads ‘‘insect pests and their control”, “insecticides” and ‘“‘biological control 
of insects’’, necessary figures are reproduced in the following table : 














Year Phytopathology | Insect Pest Insecticides Biological 
1 2 _$ | | 4 5 control 
1946 129 77 (58.7%) 31 (40.3%) 3 
1947 102 47 (46.1%) 21 (44.6%) : 
1948 152 85 (55.9%) 35 (41:2%) 5 
1949 113 62 (54.9%) 23 (37.1%) - 
1950 150 61 (52.3%) 38 (62 3%) 1 
1951 138 77 (55.832) 32 (41.6%) 1 
1952 250 123 (49.2%) 73 (59.3%) 6 
1953 212 115 (54.2%) 62 (53.9%) 6 
1954 230 148 (64.3%) 81 (54.7%) 11 
1955 266 146 (54.9%) 64 (438%) 7 
1956 255 139 (50.6%) 83 (59.7%) 2 
Total 1987 1080 (54.4%) 543 (50.7%) 46 


Figures in column 3 are parts of figures in column 2, and their per- 
centage to those in column 2 are indicated in bracket. Figures in column 4 
and 5 are parts of figures in column 3. Percentage of figures in column 4 
to those in column 3 is indicated in brackets. Figures in column 5 ‘“‘Biolo- 
gical control”’ aie too insignificant to be taken into account. 

It is seen that literature on insect pests and their control accounts 
for 54.4% of the literature on phytopathology Again literature on insccti- 
cides account for 50.3% of the literature on insect pests and their control. 
It is also seen that since 1946 output of literature on phytopathology, insect 
pest and their control and insecticides has almost doubled. But in the case 
of biological control of insects, there are hardly been any progress. 

In this way with the help of classified lists, study of growth lite 
rature on any other subject can be undertaken. A comprehensive study wil 
reveal the gaps in the fields of research and will help bettcr planning of 
research in the field of agriculture. 





“That man is a success who has lived well, laughed often and loved 
much; who has gained the respect of the intelligent men and the love of 
children; who has filled his niche and accomplished task; who leaves the 
world better than he found it whether by any improved poppy, a perfect 
poem or a rescued soul; who never lacked appreciation of earth’s beauty oF 
failed to express it; who looked for the best in others and gave the best he 
had”’. 
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Lenin State Library of the USSA 


There are 392,000 libraries in the Soviet Union at the present time. 
The largest among them is the Lenin State Library of the USSR, Moscew. This 
central public library of the USSR is a depository of books as well as a scien- 
tific institution conducting bibliographical reszarch. 

The Lenin Library was founded in 1862. Prior to the Great October 
Socialist Revolution it was part of the Moscow Public and Rumyantsev 
Museum, so called because one of its sections contained books, manuscripts 
and ethnographic material collected at the beginning of the 19th century by 
the son of the well known Russian general, Count. N P. Rumyantsev, and 
brought to Moscow at the time when the museum was founded. This museum 
was housed iu a building which was one of the outstanding architectural 
monuments of Moscow; it was built at the end of the 18th century by the 
great Russian architect V. Bazhenov. 

From the very outset the library of the Rumyantsev Museum 
became one of the most popular scientific and cultural institutions of Russia. 
At the time of its foundation the library collected more than 100,000 voluines, 
It was given the right to receive free copies of all the books and other printed 
matter published in Ru-sia. By 1917 the collections of the Moscow Public 
Library had grown up to a million volumes. But the classification of these 
collections was extremely primitive, The only alphabetic catalogue of the 
library did not contain a record of all the books received by it, because the 
small staff of the Museum could not handle all the publications received 
although the only reading hall of the library was very small (it had seating 
accomodation for 170 people only), the Rumyantsev library was very popular, 
Leo Tolstoy, F. Dostoyevsky, the great chemist D. Mendele yev and other 
representatives of Russian culture came to work in this library. During his 
life in Moscow in 1893 and 1897 V.I. Lenin was a frequent visitor of the 
Rumyantsev Museum. 

As early as November, 1917, V.I.Lenin in his letter “On the Tasks 
of the Public Library in Petrograd’’ emphasized the necessity of radically 
reorganizing the work of the libraries, of overcoming their serious short- 
comings ensuing from the defects which had been inherent in the system of 
public education under tsarism for a long time. After March, 1918 when the 
capital of the Soviet state was transferred to Moscow, this library became 
the central library not only of Moscow, but of the whole of the USSR. 

In May, 1919 the library had its staff increased to 280 persons. 
With an increased staff the library was in a position to cope with the stream 
of books from the nationalized collections and to give better service to its 
readers whose number had grown in 1922 to double the 1913 figures. 
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LENIN STATE LIBRARY OF THE USSR 


Since 1925, when the name of V.I. Lenin was conferred upon the 
Rumyantsev Library it has been called the Lenin State Library of the USSR. 


With the progress of the country the collections of the library have 
been growing rapidly and the funds allocated to it for the purchase of home 
and foreign books have been increased year after year. The Lenin Library 
received hundreds of thousands of volumes from various institutions and 
organizations. The exchange of books with foreign states was increased 
considerably. 

The maintenance of a number of catalogues which registered the 
wealth of books the library possessed, was of great help in improvjng its 
services for the readers. In the pre-war ysars the library made a new general 
alphabetic catalogue, a general subject catalogue, classified and catalogued 
for fhe first time a vast amount of books accumu lated jin the early years of 
the revolution alphabetic and subject catalogues were made in 80 languages 
of the peoples of the USSR and the languages of the foreign countries of the 
East. In 1941, the collections of the library totalled 10.6 million volumes. 

The construction of a new building was begun before the war. In 
August, 1939 several departments were transferred to the new building in 
Kalinin street. 

During the Great Patriotic War the library kept all the its collections 
infact and made substantial additions to them. The work of the library 
Was carried on without a cay’s interruption. In July, 1941 the library began 
to transfer millions of books to the newpremises. War was a very significant 
event in the cultural life of the country. 

In the spring of 1945, in connection with the 20th anniversary of the 
transformation of the Rumyantsev Library into the Lenin State Livrary of 
the USSR, the library was awarded the order of Lenin. 

The Lenin State Public Library is now the biggest library in the 
world, its collections include 19 million books, magazines and annual news- 
paper files. and more than 2,5 million sheets of manuscripts. More than 
700.000 books, magazines and files of newspapers are added to the collections 
of the Lenin Library annually. 

The oldest manuscript available in the Leni Library was written 
on parchment in 1092. ‘he oldest printed books date back to the 15th and 
16th centuries. 

The ancient printed books and most valuable ones of the 19th and 
20th centuries are kept in the departmentof rare books. [his department 
has a collection of more than 200,000 volumes, including incunabula (early 
printed books) as well as current publications. 

The manuscript department contains autographs of the warks of 
almost all the classics of Russian literature. 
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The Lenin State Library, Moscow 


Exterior view of one of the biggest Public Libraries of the U.S.S.R. 





State Library, Moscow 
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LENIN STATE LIBRARY OF THE USSK 


The library has more than six million foreign books and magazines, 
In the last three decades the library has acquired a vast number of publica- 
tions in the French, English, Italian and other languages of the world. A 
lively exchange ef books is carried on with the People’s Democracies. Col- 
lection of Indian books, which exceed 5,000 volumes, is growing. The li- 
brary has rare editions in the Sanscrit, Benhalee, Korean, Japanese, Mongo¢ 
lian, Tibetan, Arab and other Eastern languages. 

The international book exchange is one of the important forms of 
cultnral relations between the USSR and foreign countries. - The Lenin 
Library mails tens of thousands of Soviet books and magazines to European, 
Asian and American countries, receiving in exchange, books, works of refer- 
ence, encyclopedias, magazines and newspapers from many countries of the 
world. 

The Lenin Library is open to the general public. Its readihg hall® 
are open every day, Sunday included, from nine a.m, till II p.m. More than 
I. 800 readers can work in library simultaneously. 

The reading halls are visited by about 1.700 003 people a year and 
number of books issued exceeds 9 million annually, i.e. an average appro- 
ximating 26.000 a day. 

The libraries in all parts of tne Soviet Union are borrowing from 

* the Lenin Library books for their readers. 

The Lenin Library answers various bibliographical inquiries. 

The Lenin Library is popularizing the books through the publication 
of bibliographical indexes, from small lists of recommended books referring 
to certain problems, to the ‘‘Standard catalogue for the district library’’. 

A staff of 2,000 employees, including 1 500 scientific workers, libra- 
rians and bibliogiaphers, cope with the wide range of activities conducted by - 
the Lenin Library. 

The cultural treasure - house of the land of socialism the first 
among the 392.000 Soviet Libraries which keep intact and place at the dispo- 
sal of the people their great wealth of books, enjoys great popularity and is 
held in high esteem. 





MULTI—MILLIONARIES 


The world’s great libraries with collections of one million or more books 
include : 

The British Museum (5,000,000); Library of Congress, Washington 
(35,331,657; Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris (approx. 6 million); Offentlinch 
Wissenschafftilche Bibliotek, Berlin (2.9 million) Nationalbibliotek, Vienna 
(1.5 million); Bibliotheque Royale, Brussels (2 million); National Diet, Tokyo 
(3 5 million); New York Public Library (6 miliion); Leain State Library, Mos- 
cow (reported to contain 15. million volumes); Public Library, Leningrad 
(about 10 million volumes); USSR Academy of Sciences Library (8 millions.) 
—Unesco. 
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“Australia May Have 
Its Westminster Abhey 


Brian-Johns 


The opening and dedication of an Anglican national memorial libra- 
ry in Canberra on February 22 by the Primate of Australia, the Most Rev. 
H.W.K. Mowll, was seen as the corner-stone of the building in Australia of a 
great national Church, similar to Westminister Abbey. 

The robes of two archbishops, 17 bishops, and choir members formed 
a colourful backdrop to a large gathering of more than 2,000 people. 

Tne collegiate library, St. Mark’s, was dedicated to the nurses, 
chaplains, doctois, missionaries and all noncombatants who died in Australia’s 
wars. A residential college and national Church will be built around tne 
library. 

These buildings are expected to cost more than £1,310,000. The 
library, which will eventually contain about 90,000 books cost £60,000 to 
build and the residential college, on which work is hoped to begin in the earn 
future, will cost £250,000. The group of buildings will stand in 10 acres of 
ground, : 


The Bishop of Canberra and Goulburn. Right Rev, E.H. Burgmann, 
said the site, one of the finest in Canberra, was appropriate because gathered 
around it was the Federal Parliament, the National Library and Goverement 
Administrative Offices. 

“It is my firm conviction that no nation can become great unless it 
walks on two legs. One is the government of the State and the other is the 
scholarship and faith of the Church’”’, he said. “So it is in the interests of a 
young nation to see that these two institutions co-operate with each other.” 


St. Mark’s, centred in the national capital, would contribute to the 
life of the nation and the Church would be at a focal point to receive the 
needs and co-operation of the State. 

The collagiate library is of modern design and incorporates a memo- 
rial chapel, lecture room, seminar rooms, bishops’ residence and librarians’ 
residences. A feature of the building is the chapel, which gives the keynote 
to the function of the library. Situated in the foyer, it is in direct view 
from the wide entrance of glass doors and is central to the lecture rooms, and 
other offices of the building. 

Reading conditions in the library are almost perfect, as a rubber™ 
tiled floor keeps noise to a minimum and extensive windows provide ample 











Te ourtsey — Australian High Commission, | New Delhi. 


MARCH 1957 163 


— ~~ 


—s" 








eee aS. ee ee 


aU fAINW SA L004 





A section of the gatheri 


ng of more than 2000 people, who attended the opening and dedication of 
St. Mark’s Anglican National Memorial Libr 


inspect the interior of the building. 
the Most Rev. H. W. K. Mowll. 


—Australian News and Information Bureau Photograph by R. Reeves. 


ary in Canberra on February 22, 1957, moves to 


The ceremonv was performed by the Primate of Australia, 
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Sim ‘, Book S. Festiva [ 





Punjab Governor C P.N. Singh cxamining exhibits of American 
books on India shown by the U.S. Information Service at the Simla Book 
Festival recently. Miss Honor McCusker, Director of Library Service-, 
U.S.I.S. is also seen in the picture. 


The exhibit, which is divided ir.to sections on art and literature, 
philosophy and religion, and modern writers, is representative rather 
than all-inclusive. In other words, the books in this collection have 
helped their American readers both to discover India and to build solid 
knowledge upon their discovery. 
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natural light. The latest developments in diffused lighting have also been 
installed. The books are housed on a mezzanine floor in adjustable steel 
shelves. 

The aim of the library is to form a seat of a learning for a widely 
based and comprehensive study of theology for the Church leaders of Austra- 
lia. The social sciences will be included in the curriculum to increase the 
opportunity for liaison between Church and State. This liaison has already 
begun at St. Mark’s. 

Professor Leicester Webb, head of’ the Department of Political 
Science at the Australian National University, delivered the inaugural lectnre 
on February 25. This lecture was the first of several to be given by mem- 
bers of the staff of the University. 

As a seat of learning, primarily given to postgraduate study, the 
library provides facilities, not duplicated in Australia, for scholars of any 
denomination. 

Dedicating the collegiate library to St Mark is seen as having a 
twofold symbolism. Anzac Day, the national day of rememberahce, which 
is commemorated annually on April 25 for those who died in Australia’s 
wars, falls on St. Mark’s Day. Also, the official title of Westminister Abbey 
is the Collegiate Church of St. Peter, and as St. Mark is regarded as a protege 
of St, Peter, so too, Australia is watched as a protege of England and a 
leader in the new world. 

However, students at the library will be reminded of their member” 
ship in a world-wide Church by gifts of books from England, the United 
States, New Zealand and Chinese Christians. 

Australia, Bishop Burgmann said, as member of the Commonwealth, 
possessed the heritage of the past but, because of her strategic position in 
South-East Asia, had a vital role to play in the new world. The opening of 
St. Mark’s was a new chapter in the Church in Australia. 





Twelfth Year 


Population Essay Contest. 
Prize Rs, 700/-. 


The Contest is designed to deepen friendship among In lians and will 
give opportunity to young writers who show ability in discussing the popu- 
lation problem. The prize-winning ESSAY must NOT be more than five 
thousand words type-written on one side of the paper only. It should be 
written in ENGLISH or HINDI. Two typed copies should be submitted by 
May 30th, 1957. For the list of topicsa nd further information, please 
address: 


THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN, 
233, Model Town, Jullundur City. 
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News And Information 


Parliament Week Exhibition 
The opening ceremony of the Parliament Week Exhibition was per- 
formed by Shri Ananthasayanam Ayyangar, Speaker, Lok Sabha, at the 


Reception Hall, opposite the Parliament House, New Delhi on March 26, 1957, 


The Exhibition consists of interesting photographs depicting various 
activities of the Indian Parliament, the portraits of leading personalities 
connected with the Parliament and former Central Legislative Bodies and 
Maps and Statistical Charts providing information regarding work being done 
by various sections of the Parliament. In one of the corners were exhibited 
books belonging to Parliament Library. 

Cover photo shows Shri Ayyangar, Speaker, Lok Sabha being conduc- 
ted round the Books Section of the Exhibition, after its inauguration. 


Delhi Public Library 

Speaking at the annual function of the Delhi Public Library, Delhi, 
on Friday, the 29th March, 1957, Dr. B.V. Keskar said public libraries served 
as universities to those who did not have the opportunity of college education, 

Pleading for the expansion of libraries, Dr. Keskar said people, 
whose education had been interrupted and who wanted to know more about 
the world, went to libraries. He felt that the level of general knowledge 
among students today was low and they should know more about the coun- 
tries of the world and their accomplishments. If they visited libraries and 
glanced through different periodicals and books, their thirst for knowledge 
would grow. This would be a healthy development. 


First Delhi Library Conference 


Inaugurating the first Conference of the Delhi Library Association 
in New Delhi on Saturday, March 30, 1957, Dr. K.L. Shrimali, Union Deputy 


Minister of Education disclosed that the Government of India would open an, 


Institute to provide training in library science at Delhi University. The 
Institute, he said, would work in co-operation with the University Department 
of Library Science and would also offer other special courses in the field, 
Referring to the Government’s endeavour to improve library services, 
he said in the second Five Year Plan Rs 170 crores had been provided to 
reorganize the existing iibraries and to open new ones. 
Dr. S.R, Ranganathan praised the Union Education Ministry for 
sili staan , “ie : . 
giving sufficient attention to the development of library services during the 
second Plan. 
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NEWS ATD INFORMATION 


Mr. Ananthasayanam Ayyanger, Speaker of the Lok Sabha, who 
presided, said libraries were the link between the past and the present. They 
could bring awakening not in a few but among many and thus could make a 
significant contribution to the advancement of society. 


Copyright Convention 


By the end of 1956 twenty-two countries had ratified or acceded to 
the Universal Copyright Convention,-which was sponsored by the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizatisn. The convention 
came into effect in September 1955. Unter its terms the ratifying states 
agree to extend the same protection to foreign authors, composers and artists 
as to their own nationals. Literary, scientific and artistic works are protec- 
ted for a minimum of twenty-five years. The convention stipulates that 
authors shall receive a reasonable fee for translation rights, and that no 
translations may be made without the author’s permission. 

The Universal Copyright Convention is now operating in Andorra. 
Cambodia, Chile, Costa Rica, France, the German Federal Republic, Haiti, 
the Holy See, Iceland, Israel, Italy, ‘Japan, Laos, Liberia, Luxembourg, 
Monaco, Pakistan, the Philippines, Portugal, Spain, Switzerland and the 
United States. Twenty-five additional countries have signed but not yet 
ratified the agreement. 


Leeds Essay Prize 


For an essay on Britain and the British way of life, Mrs. S. Kumar, 
of Madras, has been awarded a special book prize by the Leeds College of 
Commerce, where she is taking a 12-month course in librarianship. 

In her essay, Mrs. Kumar, who is a graduate of Madras University, 
wrote of the British love of tradition and the efforts which Britons make to 
preserve their traditional and cultural heritage. Before setting out for the 
United Kingdom, she wrote, she had been led to believe that the British were 
reserved and difficult to get to know, but now one of her main impression 
was the friendliness of the average Britisher whom she had met, 


In Madras, Mrs. Kumar is employed as a British Council resional 
librarian. 
Public Library Exhibition on Loan 


The Libraries Division Unesco has prepared an exhibition on the 
Delhi Public Library. The exhibition consists of a short text giving thie 
general story of the Library and 15 mounted photographs in black and 
white, size 50 x 60 cm, with captions in English. 
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NEWS AND INFORMATION 


Two copies of the exhibition are available one has already been 
sent for showing in the Delhi Public Library itself and later in other libraries 
throughout India; the other has been dispatched to Indonesia. 

Libraries wishing to receive this exhibition on free loan (except fot 
cost of transport) should write to the Libraries Division of Unesco, 19, avenue 
Kleber, Paris-16e, France. 


The Library in the Community 


The British Council has prepared a ‘study box’ on British Public 
libraries called The Library in the Community, which provides documenta- 
tion for study and discussion by groups who are students of the subject ” 
have a serious professional interest in it. The ‘study box’ is intended part 
cularly for use in universities, extramural depactments of adult education, 
and training departments. Each kit contains a guide for the group leader, 
copies of a study booklet for members of discussion groups; books and pam- 
phlets on various aspects of public library work; annual reports, circulars 
etc., describing the activities of individual British public libraries; booklists; 
three charts; two film strips and a dramatized discussion script. 

The ‘study box’ and tape recordings on this subject may be borrow- 
ed from British Council representatives. 


Conference on Classification for Information Retrieval 


This International Study Conference will be he'd at Dorking, Eng- 
land, from 13 to 17 May 1957, participation being limited to 40 invited 
experts It is being organised by Aslib (4 Palace Gate, London. W 8) as 
the British member of the International Federation for Documentation, in 
co-operation with the Classification Research Group which exists independently 
in London and with the University ef London School of Librarianship and 
Archives, In their preliminary announcements the organizers express. the 
view that, although other methods—such asthe alphabetical subject index, 
the classified index, the co-ordinate index and various machanical devices— 
should be, as indeed they are being, explored, there areg rounds foc thinking 
that classification of some kind must underlie any successful system of infor- 
mation retrieval, and that the time has come to reconsider afresh the appli- 
cation of modern ideas in this field. British speakers so far chosen are 
Messers, E J. Coates, J.E.L. Farradane, J. Mills and B.C. Vickery, and there 
will be papers by Messrs. Norman T. Ball from U.S.A., E. de Grolier from 
France, S.R. Ranganathan from India, and Jesse H. Shera from U S.A. 
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NEWS AND INFORMATION 


Battle for a Library 


Among the old houses of the Ile St. Louis in Paris none is of greater 
historic interest than the former mansion of the Czartoryski family, which is 
now the subject of bitter dispute between the Warsaw government and the 
Polish emigration in Western Europe. Since 1838 it has housed the famous 
Bibliotheque Polonaise, founded by thé poet Mickiewicz and his friends in 
exile after the failure of the Polish rising of 1830. It was intended to be, 
and becrme, a great storehonse of Polish literature and historical documents 
out of reach of the powers which had partitioned Poland. For many years 
it was legally owned by the Polish Historical and Literary Society formed by 
exiles in Paris, but in 1893 ownership was transfeired to the Cracow Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, which had received guarantees of autonomy as a learned 
body from the Austrian authorities In 1940 the library was occupied and 
wrecked by the Germans, but the most valuable of its contents had already 
been hidden and more were recovered from Germany after the war. Since 
then the restored library has again been administered by the Historical and 
Literary Society, but it has now been claimed by the reconstituted Cracow 
Academy. The case has gone to the French courts, and the first rcund has 
been won by the Academy. An appeal is pending. 


If the legal finding is finally in favour of the Cracow Academy, an 
old centre of Polish culture will become yet another agency of communist 
propaganda in Western Europe; and in view of the falsifications of history 
which have been made official doctrine in Poland, it is only too likely that 
many documents will disappear. But the collection is a concern not only of 
Poles; it is also a resort of scholars of all countries concerned with the history 
of Poland, and it is a historic monument of the city of Paris The best 
solution might be for the French government to nationalise the library, 
keeping it open and available without discrimination to scholars of all nations 
and all parties No communist state is in a position to object to a govern- 
ment natlonalising a piece of property in its own capital. 


—The Economist, September 29, 1956 


An American correspondent writes in ‘Library Revirw’, Spring 1957, 
No. 121. 


“My chief criticism as I._view our Public Library from the outside 
is that library degrees are impoitant, but if those who get them and are not 
readers, and have to deal with different classes and ages as they come to 
the desk, they will fail to reach the public. We have so many mechanical 
charging machines which (I grant you) any big boy or girl can use, but how 
about being able to suggest the right book for the said borrower if you do 
not read all the time you can get? Yes, I know they must keep in touch 
with people to know how to gain confidence so to find just what book is 
wanted, or needed. Isn’t our aim to get books and people together? Seems 
to me so many come out of library school with heaps of theories but no real 
understanding of people. How about it?’, 
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NEWS AND INFORMATION 
British Book News 


British Book News, the monthly guide to book selection, published 
by the British Council, now includes in each issue a four-page inset-easily de- 
tachable for separate use-providing a select list of forthcoming books (two 
months ahead of the issue), a useful innovation which will enable readers to 
place their orders in advance. Non-fiction titles are accompanied by a brief 
annotation where the title is not self-explanatory. British Book News 


is subscribed to by many University, College and public Libraries in India 
and Pakistan. 


New Books Published in Britain 1956 


The number of new books published in Britain during 1956 was 
19,107 (including 5,302) reprints or new editions), the biggest categories being 
fiction (3,443), Children’s books (1,754), educational (1,700) and religious 
(1,035).—The Bookseller. 


Punjab State Library Association Branch Formed at Jullundur City 


A meeting of the local librarians was held in the Nehru Gardens 
on May 14, 1957 at 7 p.m. Mr. S.R. Bhatia, Editor, Indian Librarian 
presided. It was decided to form the Branch of the Punjab State Library 
Association at Jullundur City. Tho folloing Office-bearers were elected — 
Chairman: Sant Ram Bhatia, Secretary-Treasurer: S.S. Bawa, Librarian, 
Government Training College for Teachers, Members of the Executive 
Committee: Miss Rama Mishra, Librarian, Hans Raj College for Women; 
K.C,. Gupta, Librarian, Information Bureau, Govt. of India; D.1D. Kapila, 
District Librarian; Randhir Singh Bedi, Municipal Librarian; Yog Raj 
Sharma, Librarian, Kanya Maha Vidyalaya; Anup Singh, Librarian, Lyallpur 
Khalsa College. 


Mr. Balwant Singh Gujrati 


The Governor of the Punjab is pleased to confirm Mr. Balwant Singh 
Gujrati, B.A., A.L.A., Librarian, Central State Library, Chandigarh, in P.E.S. 
Class If (Men’s Branch) with effect from the foreenoon of 8th April, 1957 
against the post made permanent in Punjab Government Memo No. P(CH) 
- 5624, dated 12th October, 1956. 


Mr, M.M.L. Tandon has been appointed as Officiating Director of 
Delhi Public Library, Delhi, in place of Mr. D.R. Kalia who has accepted a 
job with Unesco-Arab States Fundamental Education Centre at Sirs-I}- 
Layyan Distt Menofia, Egypt. Mr. Tandon was formerly an Assistant Docu- 
mentation Officer with Unesco Research Centre at Calcutta. 
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Central State Library, Chandigarh. ['irst Annual Report 


At present the Library is housed in the premises of local Govern- 
ment College. About 500 regular members besides a large number of casual 
visitors who attend the reading room, take advantage of the elobrate library 
service. One of the basis on which the Library was concieved was that 
membership should he free without any subscription and so the membership 
of both the Library and the Reading Room is free. 


The Library has a large number of latest reference and valuable 
reading material. The total number of books as stands on Ist April, 1957 
is 26, 250 costing more than two lakhs. 


Since the opennig of the Library, books have been loaned at an 
impressive figure and the loans are still rising. Of the total issue 78% is 
fiction. Books in Philosophy, Biography, Literature and languages were 
much consulted. In case of languages, demand has been mostly for Hindi 
and Punjabi books. 


Annual Report of the Librarian of Congress for the Fiscal Year Ending 
June 30. 1956. Washiugton, D.C. The Library of Congress. 


The collections, with more than a million accessions, reacheed a 
total of 35,331,657 pieces. They: include 10,776,013 books and pamphlets; 
15,107,865 manuscripts; 2,296,979 photographic negatives, prints, and slides; 
583,261 fine prints; 2,289,137 maps and views; 1,925,620 pieces of music; 
379,801 talking books for the blind; 155,921 bound volumes of newspapers; 
121,787 reels and strips of microfilm; 20,019 microcards; 70,118 microprint 
cards; 115,816 zeels of motion pictures; 97,937 phonograph recordings; and 
761, 383 broadsides, photostats, posters, and other kinds of materials. 


Among important gifts that enriched the collections during the year 
were three major aeronautical collections added to the Manuscripts Division: 
a portion of the papers of Igor I. Sikorsky, the files of the Daniel Guggen- 
heim Fund for the promotion of Aeronautics, Inc., and the papers of Lt. 
Gen. Elwood R. Quesada. To the Division’s collections of papers of Cabinet 
members were added those of Bainbridge Colby, James J. Davis, William 
M Jardine, and Julius A. Krug. The papers of Generals Charles P. Summ- 
erall, Hoyt S. Vandenberg, and George Van Horn Moseley, together with 
additions to the Naval Historical Foundation Collection in the Libary, 
augmented resources for the study of military history. Other notable gifts 
include the papers of Douglas Southhall Freeman. Lee de Forest, Frederick 
Lewis Allen, Herbert Corey, T. De Witt Talmage, Mary Church Terrell, and 
Lee Lawrie. Kenneth Roberts and James A. Michener presented the origi- 
nal manuscripts of a number of their published works. 
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Acquisition policies were reviewed during the year, particularly 
those applying to current maps, foreign newspapers, organizatiotional archi- 
ves, collections of personal papers, statistical materials, and various book 
and periodical publicatioas. It also installed a new ordering system, using 
the teletypewriter communications network of the General Services Adminis- 
tration; the system has speeded up orders for older publications that are diffi- 
cult to acquire, eliminated requisitions for meterials ordered but not acquired 
and cut down costs for ordering urgently needed material quickly. 

Evaluating the developments of fiscal 1956, Mr. Mumford, Libra- 
rian nf Congress observes, ‘‘...it counted the value of its possessions at some- 
what more than 2,250,000,000...Incapable of being rated in terrms of dollars, 
however, were the Library’s human resources—the skills and competences of 
its staff, which made possible the record that follows. The Librarian of Con- 
gress, in his second year of office, has gained increased appreciation every 
day of these resources.,, 


ALA announces new publication 


The newly organized American Library Association’s Resources and 
Technical Services Division will have an official publication. Library Resour- 
ces and Technical Services. The. journal, to be published quarterly in 
January, Aprii. July, and October, merges the former DCC journal of Cata- 
loging and Classification, and Serial Slants, publication of the former ALA 





Serials Round Table, 
ry in Baltimore, is the editor. 


CURRENT 
Fiction 


Austin, A. The Greatest Lover in 
the Worid. 

Bright, R. Spirit of the Chase. 

Du Maurier, D. The Scapegoat 

Endore, G. King of Paris. 

Green, G. Last Angry Man. 

Hersey, J. A Single Pebble 

Levin, M. Compulsion. 


Maugham, A.M. Harry of Monmouth. 


Renault, M. The Last of the Wine. 
Tracy, H. Straight and narrow path. 
Troyal, H. Amelie in Love. 

West, R. The Fountain overflows, 
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Esther J. Piercy, chief of the Enoch Pratt Free Libra- 


& CHOICE 
General 


Blanton, S. Love or Perish. 

Bromfield, L. Animals & Other People 

Chafee, Z. Blessings of liberty. 

Friamm, E. The Art of Loving, 

Gesell, A.L. Youth: the years from 
ten to sixteen. 

Kennedy, J.F. Profiles in Courage. 

Mead, M. New lives for old. 

Moore, R.E. The Earth we live on. 

Newman, J.R, The world of Mathe- 
tics. 

Rowan, C.T. The Pitiful and the 
Proud. 

Saul, L. The Hostile Mind. 

Swinnerton, H.H. The Earth Beneath 
Us. 
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Notable Books of 1956 


Forty-two books chosen by the Notable Books Council, the 
Public Libraries Division, ALA for their contribution to under- 
standing among individuals and groups, their originality or fine 
writing, their appeal to the general reader seeking to broaden 
and deepen his understanding of himself, his world and his 
society. ‘lhirty-five libraries participated in selecting these 
bovks which. it is hoped. will affect the thinking of the Public 
and represent a signal contribution to the Literary world. 


Anderson, Marian. My Lord, What a Morning. Viking. The famous con- 
tralto tells of her long struggle to become a concert singer. 

Bemis, Samuel F. John Qunicy Adams and the Uuion. Knopf. A distingui- 
shed biography. 

Bowers, Faubion. Theatre in the East. Nelson. A lively but expert app- 
raisal of the theatre and dance of the Orient. 

Brooks, Van Wyck. Helen Keller. Dutton. With rare grace and affection, 
an old friend of Helen Keller pays a poignant tribute to her remarkable 
spiritual courage. 

Brown, John Mason. Through These Men, Harper. Tempered observations 
on contemporary politics and political personalities. 

Burns, James M. Roosevelt; The Lion and the Fox. Harcourt. A lion in 
nobility and strength, a fox in methods — thus the author of this fine 
biography explains the complex character and career of FDR. 

Catton, Bruce. This Hallowed Ground. Doubleday. The Civil War from 
the Northern side. Superb writing, skilled choice of relevant details, and 
a wonderful narrative sweep. 

Ceram, C.W. The Secret of the Hittites. Knopf. Archaeology’s exciting 
rediscovery of the powerful Hittite empire, lost to history for 3,000 years. 
Chafee, Zechariah. Ihe Blessings of Liberty. Lippincott, A challenging 
and timely discussion of the meaning and development of traditional 

American freedoms. 

Charchill, Winston. A History of the English-Speaking Peoples. Vol. 1 
The Birth of Britain; Vol. 2, The New: World. Dodd. A memorable history, 
and an enduring record of our comnion race; illuminated by flashes of 
genius, character, and style. 

Daiches, David. Two wortds. Harcourt. The two wonderful worlds of t*ic 
author’s youth: his native Scotland and his Jewish heritage and culture. 

Donovan, Robert J. Eisenhower : The Inside Story. Harper. <A crisp and 
revealing examination of behind-the-scenes doings during the first three - 
years of Eisenhower's presidency. 


172 INDIAN LIBRARIAN 








NOTABLE ROOK OF 1956 


Ervine, St. John. Bernard Shaw. Morrow. Soiid, Spirited, and laced with 
wit. An impressive centennial biography by a friend of 40 years. 

Forester, Cecil S. The Age of Fighting Sail : The Story of the Naval War 
of 1812. Doubleday. Masterly account of great sea fights by a first-rate 
storyteller turned historian. 

Gesell, Arnold. L. Youth: the Years from Ten to Sixteen. H arper. Recomm- 
endations covering the problems of youth at each stage of development. 

Hersey, John R. A Single Pebble. Knopf. Human strength and tragedy, re- 
vealed through a boatman’s struggle in the terrifying gorges of the 
Yangtze. A short novel of classic, simplicity and distinction. 

Huddleston, Trevor. Naught for Your Comfort. Doubleday. An absorbing 
and disturbing book about the dezrading effects of South Africa’s rigid 
segregation policy, as observed by an Anglican monk citizen 

Hulme, Kathryn C. The Nun’s Story. Little. The struggle of a soul caught 
in a spiritual crisis behind the walls of a cloister. A.profound experience, 
written with delicacy and sincerity. 

Kendall, Paul M. Richard the Third. Norton. Sound scholarship and a dis- 
tinguished style characterize this definitive biography of the enigmatic King 
Richard III. 

Kennedy, John F. Profiles in Courage. Harper. A remarkable book about 
American statesmen who stood behind their principles even at the cost of 
their political lives. 

Kirby, Richard S. Engineering in History. McGraw. The story of the vital 
role of engineering in the developing story of Western civilization from its 
beginnings. 

LaFarge, Oliver. Behind the Mountains. Houghton. A New Mexican child- 
hood gracefully recaptured. 

Maughan, A. Margery. Harry of Monmouth. Sloane. Dramatic novel about 
Henry V and the colourful life that swirled around his royal court in 15th- 
century England. 

Maurois, Andre. Olympto; The Life of Victor Hugo, Harper. Masterly bio- 
graphy of the romantic poet and novelist who dazzled the literary, political, 
and social circles of 19th-century France. 

Mead, Margaret. New Lives for Old Morrow. The Manus of New Guinea as a 
case study of a primitive society in transition and trial. 

Millis, Walter. Arms and Men. Putnam. American military history and ifs 
influence on American life and policies. 

Mills, C. Wright. The Power Elite. Oxford. A provocative analysis of the 
decision makers in American life. 
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NOTABLE BOOKS OF 1956 


Moore, Ruth E, The Earth We Live On. Knopf. The nature and origin of 
the earth, personalized by stories of the scholars and fieldmen who formu- 
lated the theories. 

Moorehead, Alan. Gallipoli, Harper. One of the tragedies of history, the fa- 
mous Dardanelles Campaign of World War 1. Superbly recreates the scene, 
the atmosphere, and the drama. 

Moraes, Francis R. fawaharlrl Nehru. Macmillan. A major study of the 
Prime Minister by one of India’s leading journalists. 

Muir, Edwin. One Foot in Eden. Grove. A warmly inspiring collection of 
beautiful poems. 

O’Connor, Edwin. The Last Hurrah. Little. A charming political rogue 
dominates this wise and witty novel of on Irish-American mayoralty 
campaign. 

Olson, Sigurd F. The Singing Wilderness. Knopf. The land northwest of 
Lake Superior, one of the few remaining wilderness areas, pictured with 
simple beauty. 

O’Neill, Eugene. Long Day's Journey into Night. Yale. An autobiographi- 
cal drama, a compassionate analysis of weakness and defenses in a tortured 
family. 

Rossiter, Clinton L. The American Presidency. Harcourt. The American 
Presidency has seldom been described with greater wit, enthusiasm, and 
insight. 

Rowan, Carl T. ‘he Pitiful and the Proud. Random House. Asia’s many 
deep-seated problems seen through the eyes oian articulate member of one 
of America’s minorities. 

Russell, Bertrand. Portraits from Memory. Simon & Schuster. Late app- 
raisals, seasoned and flavorable, of personalities of his time. 

Seldes, Gilbert. The Public Aris. Simon & Schuster. The far-reaching 
influence of TV, radio, and movies on our habits and attitudes. 

Teale, Edwin Way. Autumn Across America. Dodd. A tribute to the Ameri- 
can autumn season writtten in beautiful prose by a fine naturalist. 

Tharp, Louise Hall. Three Saints and a Sinner. Little Julia Ward Howe, 
her sisters and her brother, pictured against a rich background of 19th - 
century Boston and New York. 

Toynbee, Arnold. A Historian's Approach to Religion. Oxford. A _ history 
of the world’s religions and the relation of that hisrory to the spiritual 
dilemma of our time. 

Warren, Robert Penu. Segregation : The Inner Conflict in the South. Ran- 
dom House. Honest picture of the general climate of opinion on segrega- 
tion, as reported by a Southern Pulitzer-Prize novelist. 
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Conducted by 
A.C. Bhatia 


Books in Keview 


Public Library Service : A Guide to Evaluation, with Minimum 
Standards, Prepared by Co-ordinating Committee on Revision of Public 
Library Standards, Public Libraries Division, American Library Associa- 
tion; Approved by The Council of ‘the American Library Association. 
Chicago: American Library Association. 1956. 96 pages. Paper $1.50 
Supplement, Costs of Library Service in 1956. 24 pages. Paper 65 cent. 


Combind price, $2.00. 


The role of the public Library is becoming important, every day in 
all countries, especially in less educationally advanced areas. In India we 
attach great significance to it. For that reason too we welcome this guide. 

Mr. Gerald W. Johnson opens the discussion well when he calls on 
public libraries “‘to render an account of themselves to the people”. He ans- 
wers the question: Why should such libraries exist at all—from the standpoint 
of the public? Their functions, their needs and their responsibilities are elabo- 
rated. ‘ 

The emphasis, however, is on the standards which a public library 
should maintain for an effective service to the readers. 

While giving the “background” we are introduced through the “open 
door’’—the books and other resources of the library—and told how “‘all acti- 
vities of the library are designed to facilitate the use of resources—to remove 
barriers, to invite us, to guide reading toward the goals of each individual’. 

The concepts of library systems and the principles and standards are 
explaind ahd the structure and government of library service in the United 
States and the service to the people discussed. It is stressed that “the 
public library exists to provide materials which communicate experience and 
ideas from one person to another’, The guide rightly says that ‘‘no library 
can render effective service without adequate and competent personnel’, 
that “organisation and control provide a bridge between library materials and 
effective use’, and that “the public library building should serve as a symbol 
of library service” by giving physical facilities. 

__ The Guide provides a detailed account of all the needs which can help 
maintain certain standards by public libraries. We feel the American Lib- 


MARCH 1957 175 








| by 
tia 





BOOKS IN REVIEW 


rary Association has done a great service to librarians throughout the world 
by producing it and that too excellently. The useful hints profusely scattered 


all over the guide give the reader a very easy reading—and at times make the 
study thought-provoking. 


The Library in the Community, by Edward Sydney, M.C.,F.L.A., 
President of the Library Association: 1956, Borough Librarian of Leyton 
and Robert F. Ashby, F.L.A., Deputy County Librarian of Surrey. London: 
British Council. 1956. 34p. 2sh. 


What is the type of Library which suits the needs of the Commu- 
nity? This question is exhaustively answered in this booklet. The authors 
tells us that while making a decision in this respect the physical environment, 
the kind of people in the community—what they do, where and how they 
live and their social and education background are to be taken into considet- 
ation. , The Library must ‘provide for the newly literate with the same care 
and attention as the advance scholar”. We are told in the first chapter how 
“people will willingly use the library and how a librarian must know and 
understend books and understand the community for whom they are inten- 
ded.”’ . 

The authors examine the history of the British public library and its 
traditional principles and give us excellent hints about “why people read 
books” and ‘“‘why they do not read them.” 

The second chapter is devoted to the description of a library from 
within the size and shape, the site, etc., and the organisation of basic services 
in tne lending reference and mobile librares and the reading room. The 
place of the reader, the importance of classification, loan methods, the princi- 
ples of book selection, etc., are discussed. 


The third chapter is on “the bridges’ which a library builds—how 
books are made effective, how ‘reader service’ is organised, how the library | 
becomes an organiser of its own adult education activities. 

“The Futnre reader”’ vets iniportane in the next chapter. It is ex- 
plained how children’s libraries function m England and how they are real 
educators. 


The chapter on the training of librarians gives an interesting read- 
ing. Our library associations will benefit a good deal if they follow the gui- 
dance given in it. 

The last chapter analyses the British Public Library Service—the 
central, branch, mobile, county and regional libraries and the National Boox 
Centre, etc., ~ 

Beautifully illustrated and printed; the bovklet is highly interesting. 
and stimulating. We congratluate the authors on the fine research work put 
in. 
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Yearbook of the Intcrnational Law Commission 1956, Vol. I. 
New York: United Nations. P291. $3.00. (Sales Agents: in India: Orient 
Lonmans Private Ltd., Calcutta, Bombay and Madras.) 


These are the summary records of different meetings of the Inter- 
national Law Commission held during its eighth session April 23 to july 4, 
1956. The role of international law “as the most effective means of solving 
many of the outstanding problems facing the international community’’ is 
stressed. ‘The regime of the high seas and the regime of the territorial sea” 
are discussed at length. In this connection “thé special Rapporteur’s report 
(supplementry too) and the comments by Governments on the draft articles 
relating to conservation of the living resources of the high seas are conside- 
red. 

Some of the articles, taken up at the meetings, were redrafted and 
the members’ opinion invited. Amendments and alternative texts were pro- 
posed and debated, The questions arose whether coastal states had exclusive 
rights of exploitaion of the sea-bed only up to a certain depth and whether 
the term “continental shelf’”’ should be adopted. The problems of the limita- 
tion of the territorial sea, the ‘ contiguous zone’, the waters of a bay and the 
safety of traffic in war evoked good deal of arguments and suggestions. The 
Special Rapporteur was asked to submit his report on the Law of Treaties 
and a discussion was held on it. The Chairman drew ‘attention of the Co- 
mmission to the report entitled ‘International Responsibility’ prepared by 
himself and the report on consular intercourse and immunities and invited the 
Commission to consider them. It was felt that the Commission’s task was 
solely to codify the law on civil responsibility and that the international res- 
ponsibility of states were limited to a duty to make reparation stricto sensu. 
The Special Rapporteur said that it would be desirable if an agreement was 
reached on the definition of “honorary consuls”. It was doubted if a diplo- 
matic convention would be useful for the purpose of concluding a convention 
on the law of the sea. 

The book is sure to be welcomed not only by maritime powers but 
also by all those states which use the international waters for shipping and 
desire to preserve their right to exploit the resources of their “zone”’ as well 
as maintain the freedom of their territorial sea. The discussion on various 
articles and reports is highly revealing and useful. 


South-East Asia in Perspective, by John Kerry King. New York: 
The Macmillan Company, 1956, 303p. $5.00. 


We must say that this is a very refreshing book. The frankness 


with which the author has analysed the causes of the failure of United States 
policy in South-East Asia will certainly be appreciated by all readers. In 
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fact, such frankness is seldom shown by Western writers’ in dealing with 
the problems of this region. Mr. John Kerry King is so outspoken at times 
.that one begins to feel that he is a writer who refuses to mince matters and 
says unpleasant things in a pleasant manner. Writers like him are needed 
to dispel suspicions of the Asiatics about the West. 

Very few American writers will admit like him that “the United 
States is failing at the task of winning Asia’s confidencea nd of transmitting 
the best aspects of Western democracy to Asia. On every side evidence 
exists that American objectives and motives are misunderstood.’ (.266) He 
does not conceal the fact that ‘“‘the U.S, has a major interest in South - 
East. Asia resulting from a variety of previous security commitments in Asia” 
and that it wants to use this region as a bulwark against Communism. But, 
at the same time, he realises that “there must be an easing of the existing ten- 
sions between South-East Asia and the United States’’ due to “suspicions of 
American motives, fears of American imperialism and race antagonism’, 
‘Even in the Philippines and Thailand where relations with the U.S. are relas 
tively free of tension’’, he warns, “good relations and understanding are inhi- 
bited by strains of suspicion, feara nd antagonism”. 

The learned author exposes colonialism in the second chapter. This 
exposition has been done without any bias and will stand brief so far made 
by any Westerner on behalf of anti-colonialists, He truthfully details the 
aspirations, individual objectives and policies. being pursued in South-East 
Asia in the next chapter and feels that the region has been made a theatre of 
operations in the cold war But he goes too far to say that India also joins 
in the “‘competition’’ for dominance or has any specific interests except those 
of keeping the cold war away from the region. 

The chapter on Communism in South-East. Asia shows some prejudices 
but those are understandable. The fear of Communism haunts the average 
American, sometimes without any substantial reason. Suspicion begets 
suspicion and the vicious circle goes on. . 

The author again sheds his compiexes and traces how America’s 
posfwar assumptions collapsed, giving a new shape to its policy. But it is 
well - nigh impossible to agree with him that ‘‘without American backing 
and cooperation South Vietnam could have no chance for survival.” It isa 
tragedy that the international agreement . regarding elections is yet to 
be adhered to by the U.S. Exaggerated fears of communism have led tlie 
author to rip open problems of security in a separate chapter. But he- is 
objective in unfolding the.causes of economic backwardness. He is very 
much true when, in the last chapter, he gives five psinciple concepts which 
motivate South-East Asian nations determination to maintain national 
independence and to keep away foreign domination and racial discrimination, 
etc. ‘The important adjustments in the emphasis, attitude. and _ techniques 
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of U.S. policy to arrest the erosion of American prestige and ‘status of South- 
East Asia’’, he suggests, will go a long way to help ease the situation. He 
beautifully sums up his contentions when he writes: “The test of U-S. 
policy in S.E. Asia is a test of humanitarian principles, of social sensitivity, 
of political and economic courage and imagination, as well as a test of 
strength.” 


It is a remarkably well - written book, which no thoughtful observer 
or careful student of south-East Asian affairs can do without. 


International action in Asia and the Far East: Housing, Building 
and Planning No. 9; published by the Housing and Planning Branch of 
the Department of Economics and Sccial Affairs, New York: United 
Nations, 1956. 131p. $1.25. (Sales Agents: Orient Longmans Private Ltd., 
Calcutta, Bombay & Madras.) , 


Housing occupies a fairly important place in India’s planned 
economy. New houses are being built and new colonies, particularly for 
the displaced persons are being raised. Against a total provision in the first 
plan of Rs. 38.5 crores the second plan has allotted a sum of Rs. 120 crores 
for subsidised industrial, low income group, rural, slum clearance and 
sweepers, middle income group and plantation housing. There are also 
housing schemes for workers in the coal and mica industries It is estimated 
that during the fiist plan about 1.3 million urban houses tenements were 
constructed and in the second plan 1.9 million units will be constructed. 
This publication shows how the progress is being maintained in India, Japan, 
Singapore, Ceylon, Burma and other Asiatic and Far East countries and how 
‘pooling of resources and coordination of international activities brought 
about the U.N. Seminar in Delhi on housing and community improvement” 
in this region. The report appreciates ‘“‘the new and highly rational approa- 
ches and methods evolved by the less developed countries suited to their 
needs and circumstances’’. 


Part | describes the recent international housing, building and plann- 
ing activities in Asia and the Far East as well as those from 1947 to 1953. 
Part I1 is devoted to the United Nations Seminar on Housing and Commu- 
nity Improvement held in Delhi. Amongst the interesting papers read are 
those by Mr R.B. Gupta, Mr. S. Bandopadhyaye, Mr. N. Krishnaswami, 
Mr. C.R. Desai, Mr. N.S. Gupehup, Mr. R.D Tadgett, Mr. M- Kini, Mr. J.C. 
Ryan and Mr. PC. Bose on housing and community improvement programmes 
and low-cost housihg in India, housing and town and village planning in 
Uttar Pradesh, cooperative housing in Madras, utility service in_ urban areas 
of West Bengal, the work of the Bombay Housing Board and financing of 
housing construction in urban areas of India. There are also reports on 
Physical Planning, professional education fof planners, urban land policies 
and building techniqaes, designs and setting. 
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The Seminar took into consideration the difficulties being faced by the 
backward countries in building and planning new structures. The recommen- 
dations of the working party in this respect are worth studying and imple- 
menting. 

We agree with Mr. Jacob L. Crane that ‘‘greater success has been 
achieved by the relatively few countries which started out with the national 
Policy and programme approach and by those which proceeded successfuly 
from the project approach to the policy and programme approach.” Mr. 
C.A.D. Doxiadis rightly stresses the importance of selection of a good planner 
The discussion on housing programmes, standards of housing accommodation 
and financing of house construction is very enlightening. Three points are 
worth noticing: Steps should be taken to encourage more private invest- 
ment in housing; Government capital is needed for low-cost housing; financ- 
ing cannot be separated from subsidising by the Government through land 
or through periodical payments towards rent or other devices. Many other 
suggestions can be advantageously followed. 


This highly useful publication must be studied by all those who 
believe in planned housing. 


INDEX TRANSLATIONUM 8, 1957 
Paris: Unesco 663p. 70/-. (Sales Agents in India: Orient Longmans Private 
Ltd., Calcutta, Bombay, Madras and New Delhi.) 


The 1957 and eighth annual edition of Index Translationum pub- 
lished by Unesco presents a comprehensiver ecord of the translated works 
published during 1955 in 55 countries. Of literary authors, Tolstoy heads the 
list as being the most translated of any writer, with transaltions of his works 
published in 23 countries. Next comes Shakespeare and Hans Christian 
Andersen, followed by Maxim Gorky, Anton Chekov, Honore de Balzac and 
Jack London. 


The figures for translations of individual authors in various countries 
show that Jules Verne was the most translated writer during 1955 in Czechos- 
lovakia, Italy and Yugoslavia and the top non-Russian authorin the USSR. 
The Bible was the most translated work in Germany, Netherlands, United 
Kingdom, United States. The highest total of translations throughout the 
world for any one writer is for the works of Lenin - 371 titles - of which 
$28 translations were published in the USSR and 43 in other countries. 

Detective fiction figures prominently in the total of translations 
with Agatha Christie with the highest number. The most translated woman 
writer in 1955 was Pearl Buck, It lists more than 24,000 titles. 
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Directory of Reference Works Published in Asia, by P.K. Garde. 
Paris: Unesco. 1956. 139p. $2.00. (Sales Agents in India: Orient Longmans 
Private Ltd., Calcutta, Bombay, Madras and New Delhi). 


The book provides a solid basis for scholars’ search for books dealing 
with Asian cultures and also offers to general readers and commercial inqui- 
rers a way to find books. 


It is one of the series of Unesco Bibliographical Handbooks, lists 
bibliographies, encyclopedias, yearbooks, dictionaries, geographical works, 
literature and religions, as well as economic books. In the religious section 
are listed reference works on Buddhism, Hinduism, Islamism, Jainism and Shi- 
ntoism, among others. Dictionaries listed translate eastern tongues one into 
the other, as well as into western languages. 

The directory is the first attempted as a guide of Asian publications 
on such a scale. Mr. Garde, who is a librarian of the United Nations Eco- 
nomic Commission for Asia and the Far East, obtained his listings by send- 
ing questionnaries to 75 libraries and five bibliographical working groups in 
the countries covered by the directory — Afghanistan, Burma, Cambodia, 
Ceylon, China, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan. Laos, Malaya, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam. In a foreword Unesco 
expresses the hope that the directory will prove to be a contribution toward 
the promotion of world peace through a better mutual understanding between 
peoples. 


Unesco Courier 


The February 1957 issue of the Unesco Courier is entirely devoted 
to the theme of books.. There are articles on the pattern of the world book - 
trade, pocket books, TV and books, the world’s most translated authors. ete. 
Librarians and Booksellers now actively concerned with the problem of how 
to make the general public more book conscious would do well to see that 
it gets the widest possible distribution. 


Manual-of Reference Work, by Ajit Kumar Mukherjee; With an 
Introduction by B.S. Kesavan, Librarian, National Library, Calcutta. 
Calcutta: The World Press Private Ltd. 1957. 109p. Rs. 7/-. 


Mr. Mukherjee the well known librarian of Calcutta has done a 
good deal of research work in the Library Science, particularly in Reference 
Work, has produced a work that will be indispensable to the students of 
librarianship in India, Pakistan Burma and Ceylon. He has _ sedulously 
explored the voluminous sources of information and has placed them before 
the readers in a presentable form . He has applied scholarly methods to their 
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treatment and has compressed the entire information cegarding the reference 
work into this work so as to make it yuite judicious and compendious. We 
will not hesitate to say that this is exactly the book that the serious readers 
and the students of library science want in order that they may know what 
to read and where to find their choice and also that they may discover the 
main outlines of the very complex recent developments in all fields. 


The book includes chapters on: ‘Reference Work and its Implications’ 
‘References Books’, ‘Dictionaries’, Encyclopedias’, ‘Gazetteers, Guide Books, 
Atlases, Maps and Globes’, ‘Year Books and Almanacs’ ‘Biographical Dic- 
tionaries’, Directories’, Handbooks and Manuals’, ‘Bibliographies’, Seriais’, 
Catalogues’, Government Publications and Documents’, ‘Audio - Visual 
Sources’, ‘Methodology of Reference Work’, ‘Description of Selected Reference 
Books’, Indian Keference Materials’, ‘Appendix’ and ‘Index’. : 

The book admirably fulfils the objects of ‘its learned writer to form 
a book of reference for the interested, whether students or general readers, 
libraiies or librarians. Though there are many other books also which deal 
with portions of its field, this work affords the first systematic treatment o7 
the important branch of librarianship—the reference work. 


The Middle East in the Cold War, Edited by Grant S. McClellan. 
Reference Shelf Series Volume 28, No. 6..New York: The H. W. Wilson 
Company. 1956. 201p. $2.00. (U.S. & Foreign). 


The book reprints a collection of some 37 articles and speeches by 
distinguished diplomats, statesmen and journalists including Benjamin 
Welles on ‘ British Problems”, John D. Jernegan on “A State Department 
View’’, Dana Adams Schmidt on “The United States Takes Over’, Hanson 
W. Baldwin on “The Problem of the Suez Canal’’, Osgood Caruthers on 
“Egypt’s Aswan Dam Project’’, Moshe Sharett on ‘The Israeli Side’, Jacob 
K. Javits on ‘Needed: Arms to Israel’, James Reston on “The Basic Prob- 
lem’’ and Dana Adams Schmidt on. ‘Will U.S. Policy Shift?’’. 

The Editor also provides a general introduction for each of the five 
main divisions of the book which are: The Great Powers and. the Middle 
East, Old and New Forces, Problems aud Prospects, The Arab-Israeli Con- 
flict, and The United States in the Changing Middle East. Invaluable to 
researchers is the 11 page Bibliography on books, pamphlets, and periodicals. 

Subscription to the Reference Shelf Series, 6 titles a year. is $8.00. 
(Foreign $10.00). 


- 


Ephraim of Israel: The Unknown Apostle, by Paul Constant. 
New York: Philosophical Library. 1956. 104p. $3.00. 


The Soul of Ephraim iz presented in this beatific, divinatory philo- 
sophical novel which is meant for all those who seek “‘true love’’. The author 
helps the reader to throw the searchlight within and advance not with a dis- 
mal but a stout heart. 
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The mission of uncomprising Ephraim is explained through his ‘‘ad- 
ventures” in an apostolic state, coming in contect with the Hierarchies of 
Divine Mansions and solicting “the heaven’s love”, sometimes in despair and 
loneliness subduing the bitternes of his time. Hs soul grows in his faith 
though its purification undergoes “many sufferings and tribunals, noughts and 
gtiefs from his birth.” 

The author tells us in a separate chapter how Ephraim was excomm- 
unicated but how ultimately he brought the light unto those who could not 
understand the way of spiritual ideas. He refers to the orthodox tribes under- 
going confused thought, dreams, hopes and deceptions, but finally succmbing 
to the influence of Ephraim who triumphs against all odds, in spite of the 
fact that he had few friends (for he never joined the contemporary discip- 
les and was not accepted amongst his own people. He gained his own soul. 
And thus “his love has roamed indeed” and “his vision hasm anifested in the 
light”. 

The book will appeal to those who believe in spiritualism, cosmic 
wisdom, virtue and humility, gcadual advancement through unswering faith 
and divine glory. 

In the Last Analysis; by Adam Elliott Armstrong: With a Foreword 
by Vergilius Ferm. New YorK: Philosophical Library. 1956. 115p. $3.00. 

As Mr. Vergilius Ferm... in his Preface says, the learned author gives 
us “his conception of the truth about our world and the part we play in its 
drama”, “It is a philosophy for our modern times”, Though an inventor and 
a businessman he is a keen obsetver of the world. Hs has pursued rhe typi- 
cal philosopher’s quest of enquiring ito the nature of Reality’’ to such an 
extent that the philosopher in him has completely taken possession’. He has 
great respect for facts and his approach to philosophy is through reality, 
This book clearly shows that he is guided by that approach. 

Dr. Armstrong analysis the patterns of thought 1n our heritage in the 
first chapter, refers to Plato, Aristotle, Newton, Angustine, Thomas Aquinas 
and Kant, and reaches the conclusion that “‘it is the task of each generation to 
rethink its traditions and to make sure that its philosophy is a living repres- 
entation of the best there is in the knowledge at its giasp.’’ He would like 
us to’be critical of our philosophical inheritance and fashion its anew. 

_ In the second chapter he examines the “protesters’—Bacon, Comte, 
Dewey, James and Haeckel and tells us how far their thought could have an 
impact on our minds. 

In which camp, he. asks, would we enter if we are to seek the truth 
about our world and about our place in it? He answers this query in the chap. 
ters which follow. He looks straight at the ‘“‘rudiments of experience, shu- 
nning complicated hypotheses” and seeks the answer to the “Riddle to the 
Universe” within nature. He is of the opinion that ‘the basic energy operates 
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by its own nature’. He explains how modern physics has brought ont “the 
new look” on matter and that “our world is an orderly world: that each 
event follows a cause and knowing the cause we may predict the result’. He 
quotes various modern philosophers and alludes to various experiments in 
Astronomy and examines relationship between God, Man and Destiny. Man’s 
Destiny, he says, is to realise his actual participation in an orderly world 
wherein nothing can be changed by flouting the law of cause and effect. 


In the last chapter he unfolds the implications of the real pattern of 
the world and once again emphasis the fact that the traditional patterns—Pla- 
tonism, Aristotelianism and Kantianism—have no place in the new order in 
world which “operates in a tightly closed system of causes and effects, with 
myriads of forces manifesting an external energy from which all things comes 
and to which all things return ’. 


This is a very original book which inavuable to all students of prac- 
tical philosophy. The author’s simplicity of style and clarity of thought 
are its chief merits. 


The Delhi Public Library ; An Evaluation Report, by Frank M. 
Gardner. Paris- Unesco. 1957. 94p. $1.50. (Sales Agents in India: Orient 
Longmans Private Ltd., Calcutta, Bombay; Madras, New Delhi). 


This book is undoubtedly ‘“‘the first large scale appraisal of a Unesco 
fizld project and at the same time the first sizeable survey of a public library 
m Asia’, which has played a very prominent part in the life of Delhi and has 
greatly met ‘‘a social and cultural need’’ of the city. 


The geographical, climatic and socialogical setting is given in the 
second chapter, We are told about its central adult lending and Children’s. 
Sections, the mobile unit, the deposit stations, the auditorium etc. In 
1954-55 alone books, periodicals etc., worth Rupees 87,997 were purchased, 
It has now a stock of 62,690 books. 


Who are the readers? This question is answered in the next chapter 
— Their education, occupations, length of membership, etc., are described. 
The services rendered by the library are detailed in the fifth, the members’ ~ 
likings in the sixth and the influences on the choice of reading materials in 
the seventh chapter. The facilities for reading on the premises, the work of 
the deposit stations, the mobile library service, the social education activities 
of the library, the attitude of non-members and of the readers to the library 
service, the bookstocks and the finances are examined in the following chap- 
ters, 


The editor doesn’t conceal the fact that’ the full training potentia- 
lities of the project have not yet been realised’’ though the library is useful 
as a training centre. We share the feeling with the editor that the experi- 
ence gained by working this project, however, will be used by other libraries 
in India and Asia and will assist in solving various problems confronting new 
libraries. 


The report throws light on almost all aspects of the work of a good 
library and is very informative. We commend it to all librarians in India 
and Asia. The story of Delhi Public Library is as interesting as it is signi- 
ficant, and it has been told well. 
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Current A.L.A. Books 
Information in every area of Librarianship 
Guide to Reference Books, Supplement, 1953-1955 
Charles M. Winchell 


This second Supplement - as complete and authoritative as ever 
-+. Covers new works, editions, and continuations about 1200 titles in all. All 
are annotated, and there are extensive cross-references to the Guide. For 
all libraties - public, university, college, and school. 144.p. $3.50. 


The School Library Supervisor. Harold Lancour, ed. 1958. 


The report of a 1954 Institute at the University of Illinois Library 
School. It covers around two main problems faced by the multilibrary system 
at all levels: collection development and the evaluation of library service. 
The specific subjects treated range from general studies of library supervision 
to problems of censorship and the evaluation of school library facilities. 
The ten contributors are leaders in the field of school library super- 
vision. For anyone concerned with school «libraries - as student, librarian, 
administrator, educator ... this adds up to required reading. 104p. $1.75. 


Library Adult Education in Action; Five Case Studies. 
Eleanor Phinney 


A major contribution to understanding the total role of adult educa- 
tion in public libraries. The five libraries studied were chosen for their 
diversity of location and outlook and as such they provide a cross - section 
of the problems and posibilities of adult education work. The author’s 
method — which is set forth in the opening chapter of the book and in the 
valuable appendices — enable her to show each library’s work in depth: in 
the context of the community it serves, the history and daily operation of its 
programme. .1956. 192p. $4.00. 


The Classified Catalog; Basic Principles and Practices. 
E-Egan. With aCode for the Construction and Maintenance of 
the Classified Catalog. 


The authors have atfempted to prepare a general manual for the 
classified catalog ... its functions, potential as well as realized, its character- 
istics, and the operating practices necessary to maintain its efficiency at the 
highest possible level. The chapters in the book are: ‘‘Nature and Functions 
of the Library Catalog’’; ‘General Prinziples for the Construction and Main- 
tenance of the Classified Catalog System’”’; and a chapter to serve as a ma-al, 
“The Construction and Maintenance of the Classified Catalog System”. 1956- 
144p. Cloth $4.00. : 
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A Hunter’s sketches, by lvan Turgenev. Moscow: Foreign Languages . Pub- 
lishing House. 1953. 455p. 

A Short history of Akbar the Great (1542-1605), by Dr. A.L. Srivastava. 
Agra: Shiva Lal Agarwala & Co. Private Ltd. 1957. 125p. Rs. 3/8/-. 

A Study in Maratha diplomacy (Anglo-Maratha Relations, 1773-1783 A.D.) 
Agra: Shiva Lal Agrawala & Co. Private Ltd., 1956. 444p. Rs. 15/-. 

Annual Report of the Librarian of Congress for the Fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1956. Washington: The Library of Congress. 1957. 15Ip. 

Aslib Year Book 1956-1957. London: Aslib. 1956. 172p. 12sh. 6d. 

Baruch Spinoza: The Road to Inner Freedom - The Ethics, Edited and with 
an Introduction by Dagobert D. Runes. New York: Philosophical Library. 
1957. 215p. $3.00. 

Ephraim of Israel: the unknown Apostle, by Paul Constant. New York: 
Philosophical Library. 19&6. 104p. $3.00. 

Guide to Reference Books - Second Supplement, 1953 1955, by Constance M. 
Winchell. 7th ed, Chicago: American Library Association. 1956. 144p $3.50. 
Paper. 

History and administration of the North-Western Provinces (subsequently 
called the Agra Province) 1803-1858, by Dharma Bhanu; with a Foreword 
by Sir jadunath Sarkar. Agra: Shiva Lal Agarwala & Co. Private Ltd. 1957. 
436p. Rs 15/-. 

India and China: A study of cultural relations, by K.M. Panikkar. Bombay: 
Asia Publishing House. 1957. 107p. Rs. 4.75. 

In the last analysis, by Adam Elliott Armstrong; with a Foreword by Vergi- 
lius Ferm. New York: Philosophical Library. 1956. 115. $3.00. 

Men’s Hockey; published in collaboration with the Hockey Association. 
Revised edition. (Know the Game ‘“‘Series’’.) London: Educational Produc- 
tions Limited. 1956, 49p. 2s. 6d. net. 

Manual of Reference Work. by Ajit Kumar Mukherjee. Calcutta; The World 
Press Private Ltd. 1957. 109p. Rs. 7/-. 

Our Common Neurosis: notes on a group experiment, by Charles B. Thompson 
and Alfreda P. Sill; Foreword by Trigant Burrow.. New York: Exposition 
Press Inc. 1952. 242p. $3.50. 

Poor Folk, by Fyodor Dostoyevsky. Moscow: Foreign Languages Publishing 
House. 217p. 

Psychological services for schools; edited by W. D. Wall. Hamburg: Unesco 
Institute for Education. 1956. 150p. $1.00. 

Quotations for special occasions, by Maud Van Buren. New York: The H. W. 
Wilson Company. 1939. 20Ip. 

Sexuality, Love and Immortality, by John P. Grip, New York: Philosophical 
Library. 1956. 121p. 3.50. 
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Short dictionary of classical word origins, by Harry E. Wedeck. New York: 
Philosophical Library. 1957. 85p. $3.75. 


Ski-ing; published in collaboration with The Ski Club of Great Britain. (Know 
the Game “‘Series”’). London: Educational Productions Ltd. 1956. 32p. 
2sh. 6d. 


Some Aspects of Society and Culture during the Mughal age, 1526-1707, by 
Dr. Pran Nath Chcpra; with a Foreword by Dr. A. L. Srivastava. Agra: 
Shiva Lal Agarwala & Co. Private Ltd., 1955. 204p. Rs. 8/-, 


Summer Migrants, 32 Poster Stamps from original colour photographs, by 
Eric Hosking, Pub‘ished in Association with The Royal Society for the 
protection of birds. London: Educational Productions Ltd. 1956. 2sh 6d. 


The Cassacks: A story of the Caucasus, by L. Tolstoi. Moscow: Foreign Lan- 
guages Publishing House. 206p. 


The Horizon of Marriage, by Radhakamal Mukerjee. Bombay: Asia Publish- 
ing House. 1957 375p. Rs. 15/-. 


The Illustration of Chi'dren’s books, by Charles H. Morris. London: The 
Library Association. 1957. 28p. 3s. 6d. (Pamphlet No. 16) 


The Library in the Ccmmunity, by Edward Sydney and Robert F. Ashby. 
(A British Council Study Booklet). London: The British Council 1956. 
34p. 2sh. 

The Middle East in the Cold War; edited by Grant S. McClellan. New York; 
The H.W. Wilson Company. 1956. 201p. $2.00. (The Reference Shelf, 
Vol. 28, No. 6). 


The Mhghal Empire (1526.1803 A.D.), by A.L. Srivastava. 2nd ed. Agra: 
Shiva Lal Agarwala & Co. Private Ltd. 1957. 588p. Rs 8/-. 


The Ride to Chandizath, by Harold Elvin. London : Macmillan & Co. Ltd. 
°1957. 32&p 25s. ret. 


The School] Library Supervisor; edited by Harold Lancour. Chicago: American 
Library Association, 1956. 104p. $1.75. Paper. 


The Sea Beckons- short novels & stories, by Novikov-Priboi. Moscow : 
Foreign Languages Publishing House 458p. 


The Story of Rubber London: Educational Productions Ltd. 1957. 64p. 23h. 


The Sultanate of Delhi (Including the Arab invasion of Sindh) 711-1526 
AD, by AL Srivastava. 2nd ed Agra: Shiva Lal Agarwala & Co. Private 
Ltd 1953 433p Rs 10/-. 


The Treatment of special material in libraries, by Robert L. Cullison. London: 
Aslib. 1957 104p 12s 6d. 


University of London: Report of the Library Committee for the year ended 
31 July 1956. London: 1966. 20p. 


Vacations Abroad: Courses; Study Tours, Work Camps. Vol. IX. 1957. Paris: 
Unesco. 1957. 195p. $1.00. 


Yearbook of the International Law Commission 1956. Vol. 1; Summary 
records of the eighth session, 23 April 4 July 1956. New York: United 
Nations. 1956. 292p. $3.00. (Sales Agents in India. Orient Longmsns 
Private Ltd , Calcutta, Bombay & New Delhi.) 
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Serving Librarians is Our Business 


For over 40 Years WE have been Specialists in 
Accesstion Registers; Borrower’s Registers; 
Withdrawal Registers; Catalogue Cards; 
Catalogue Guide Cards; Charging and Circula- 

tion Cards; Periodical Record Cards; Publicity 

Posters and Special Printed Lables etc. etc...... 


PBQVi- MBI 


For complete details on Library Supplies for your Library, Please 
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& LATEST EDITIONS OF 


*< OUTSTANDING WORKS IN INDIAN HISTORY OF RARE MERIT 


DR. ASHIRBADILAL SRIVASTAVA 
MA., Ph.D. D.Litt., (Luck), D.Litt., (Agra) 
Sir Jadunath Sarkar Gold Medalist of the Asiatic Society, Professor & Head 
of the Dept of History and Political Science, Agra College Agra. 
Formerly Head of the Dept. of History, University of Panjab : Lahore) 
Highly praised by such eminent Historians as Sir Jadunath Sarkar, 
G.S. Sardesai, Dr. R.C. Majumdar, Dr. K. R, Quanungo, Sir E. Denison 
Ross, Sir William Foster, Prof. Rushbrook Williams, Prof. P.E. Roberts. 
Prof. H.G. Rawilson, Sic Shafat Ahmad Khan, Sir Richard Burn. Dr. C. 
Collin Davis, Oxford, Prof. C.S. Srinivaschari, Dr. R.S. Tripathi ete. etc. 
1. The First Two Nawabs of Awadh (Thesis approved for Ph. 1D.) 
Second English Ed. 
First Hindi Ed. 
SHUJA-UD-DAULAH, Vol | (1754-1765) 
Second Edition (In Press) (Thesis approved for D.Litt.,) 
SHUJA-UD-DAULAH, Vol II (1765-1775) 
Second Edition (In Press) (Thesis approved for D.Litt.,) 
The Sultanate of Delhi (711-1526) Prescribed by various 
Universities for B.A. Ex. Second Hindi Ed. 
Second English Ed 
The MUGHUL Empire; (1526-1803) 
Prescribed by various Universities for B.A. Ex. 
Second Hindi Ed. 8 
Second English Ed. 0 
A Short History of Akbar The Great 8 
Akbar The Great (in preparation in three vols.) 50 0 
r 


Research Works by other Eminent Scholars 

A Study in Maratha Diplomacy (Thesis approved for D. Litt.,) 

by Dr. S.P. Verma, M.A., D. Litt., Head of the Dept. of 

Politics, M.B. College, Udaipur. 15 0 0 
Mewar and The Mughul Emperors: (Thesis approved for 

Ph, D) by Dr. G.N. Sharma, M.A Ph.D. Head of the 

Dept. of History, M.B. College Udaipur 12 8 0 
Some Aspects of Society and Culture in Mughul Age 

by Dr. P.N. Chopra, M.A. Ph.D., Member Board of Editors, 

History of Freedom Movement in India, Ministry of Education, 

Govt. of India, New Delhi, (Thesis approved for Ph.D.) 8 
History and Administration of North Western Provinces 

(Modern U.P.) (1803-1856) by Dharma Bhanu M.A 

Ph.D. Madhava College, Ujjain With a Foreword 

by Sir Jadunath Sarkar (Thesis approved for Ph.D..,) 


In Press (Hindi) 
Gandhi Aur Gandhivad: by Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya. 
Vol. 1 and 2 Rajyapal Madhya Pradesh each vol. 
Marathon Kay Navin Itihas: G,S. Sardesai 
in three Vols. complete set 45 0 
Published by 


Shiva Lal Agarwala & Go, Private Ltd, 


Educational Publishers 
Hospital Road, AGRA (India) 


FZLZELLS ESTESSESEEEESZE4ZLZLZ SL EEEREZI 


Please Mention INDIAN LIBRARIAN when writing to Advertisers 





% 
& 
g& 
% 
7) 
& 
& 
7 
of 
7) 
g& 
% 
& 
gi 
7) 
& 
& 
g& 
o¢] 
& 
& 
7 
& 
& 
% 
% 
7 
oe) 
gs 
& 
& 
gs 
o% 
& 
gs 
gs 
& 
¢) 
% 
g& 
°% 
0! 
oC) 
oe! 
oe 
4 





1ison 


yerts 
C 








